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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Town of Miami Lakes is a master-planned, mixed-use community designed to encourage a

variety of community activities, services in close proximity, and recreation through a unique

system of 101 parks. The Miami Lakes Greenways and Trails Master Plan complements the

Town’s Comprehensive Master Plan vision to create safe and convenient non-motorized

transportation to connect communities, recreational parks, schools, office parks, and

businesses.  When implemented, the Plan will provide a network of off-road shared use paths

(for bicycling, walking, in-line skating, etc.), as well as a network of on-road facilities including

bike lanes on major thoroughfares and neighborhood greenways on low-speed, low-volume

streets.

Some of the highlights of the proposed network plan include:

Á Capitalizing on the opportunity presented by the existing 8-foot wide sidewalks on major

thoroughfares within the Town as the backbone of the future off-road facility network.

Á Developing scenic greenway trails along canal corridors such as NW 77th Court, NW

139th Street/NW 57th Court, and NW 170th Street (portions completed already).

Á Incorporating low-speed, low-volume residential streets where bicycling is already

comfortable into a bike route network of neighborhood greenways.

Á Filling in sidewalk gaps in key areas including business parks and access to bus stops.

Á Incorporating elder pedestrian safety improvements at intersections including additional

walk time for crossing the street and providing a leading pedestrian interval (LPI), which

allows pedestrians to be more visible and establish their right-of-way in the crosswalk.

The report also includes design guidelines and a planning level opinion of probable cost (OPC)

for the various components of the Miami Lakes Greenways and Trails Plan.
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PURPOSE AND NEED

Enhancing the bicycle and pedestrian network within the Town of Miami Lakes is consistent with

the  Town’s  Adopted  Comprehensive  Plan.   The  goal  of  the  Transportation  Element  of  the

Town’s Comprehensive Plan is to develop and maintain a multimodal transportation system that

meets the diverse circulation needs of Miami Lakes in a safe and efficient manner and protects

the quality of life for all residents.  Within this goal, the Town lists several policies such as

providing a complete and inter-connected sidewalk network and extending the bicycle

circulation system to unserved areas within the Town.  The Town of Miami Lakes Strategic Plan

lists enhancing pedestrian friendliness and building bike paths as part of its strategic initiatives.

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities are

important components of a multimodal

transportation system.  Bicycle and

pedestrian facilities, such as greenways,

trails, bike paths, bike lanes, sidewalks,

and crosswalks, designate space for bicycle

and pedestrian travel which enhances

bicycling and walking as viable

transportation options.  Supplemental

bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, such as signage, traffic signals, curb ramps, bike racks,

benches, and end-of-trip facilities (lockers, changing rooms, bike storage rooms, etc.), enhance

the experience of bicyclists and pedestrians and encourage greater usage.

Combining these facilities and supplemental infrastructure is important to create an integrated

system that augments bicycling and walking as modes of transportation.  Bicycling and walking

are not only transportation modes; they are also popular recreational activities.  Many people in

Miami Lakes take advantage of favorable weather throughout much of the year to enjoy bicycle

riding and walking or running for leisure and mobility.

According  to  recent  2009  USDOT  data  from  the National Household Travel Survey (NHTS),

approximately one-quarter of all trips within the Miami urbanized area are one mile or less in
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length.  Providing appropriate bicycle and pedestrian facilities can encourage short trips to be

made  on  a  bicycle  or  on  foot  instead  of  by  automobile,  which  can  help  reduce  traffic

congestion, and contributes to a healthy citizenry.

The purpose of this Plan is to recommend

specific projects to help create a safe and

convenient non-motorized transportation

system to connect communities, schools,

parks, and businesses.  The Plan will focus on

key elements of non-motorized transportation

including pedestrian pathways, bicycle trails,

shared-use paths, recreational greenways,

and  connections  to  mass  transit,  thereby  optimizing  walking  and  bicycling  as  healthy,  clean

transportation options in Miami Lakes.

What is a Greenway?

A greenway is a linear open space established along either a natural  corridor or a man-made

corridor (such as a street, canal, utility corridor, or highway).  Greenways serve a dual-nature

as  both  a  link  in  the  transportation  system and a  park  for  recreational  purposes.   Greenways

can  exist  in  both  rural  and  urban  areas.   Rural  greenways  are  often  associated  with  long-

distance travel and recreation including abandoned railroad corridors, rivers, large state and

national parks, and ecologically significant

natural corridors that provide for hiking and

wildlife migration.  Protected linear corridors

in urbanized areas can be more challenging

to provide due to land constraints and other

obstacles; however, urban greenways are

just  as  vital  due  to  the  critical  need  for  the

environmental, health, and transportation

benefits associated with greenways in

modern cities.  In addition, the large
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population base of a modern urbanized area often furnishes a higher number of potential

greenway users within close proximity.

What is a Trail?

A trail is a pathway providing the opportunity to move from one place to another.  Trails can be

developed naturally over time due to frequent usage by people or animals.  Trails can also be

established in greenways or other corridors to facilitate or encourage movement or recreation

along a certain path.  The NW 170th Street

Greenway Trail (pictured on the right) is an

example of a trail in Miami Lakes.  Trails

can be made of a natural surface, such as

grass  or  dirt,  or  a  hard  surface,  such  as

concrete or asphalt.  Trails and trail

networks provide positive opportunities for

users:

• Exercise/healthy lifestyles

• Safe routes to schools

• Bike to work

• Walk to a shopping center

• Foster community involvement

• Meet neighbors

• Access the park system

• Experience tranquil outdoor settings

The Town desires to develop a network of greenway trails that will provide transportation

functionality as well as recreation opportunities.  Trails should be developed in scenic areas

wherever possible to take advantage of the natural beauty of Miami Lakes including tree

canopies and water bodies.  Trails should be designed for all non-motorized users including

bicyclists, pedestrians, runners, and in-line skaters.
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Bicycling in Miami Lakes

In addition to consistency with the Town’s Adopted Comprehensive Plan, the Town supports

bicycling and walking through many different ways including implementing trail projects such as

the NW 170th Street Greenway Trail (pictured on the previous page), participating in bike

rodeos for the community, and conducting Town staff bike rides to observe the bicycling

conditions within the community.  A bike rodeo is a clinic designed to teach children the skills

and precautions to ride a bicycle safely.  Bike rodeos are typically held in parking lots and

include chalk courses with obstacles created by traffic cones and other devices.
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Several of the key transportation corridors in Miami Lakes have wide sidewalks under tree-lined

canopies including NW 154th Street, NW 67th Avenue, Miami Lakeway North, and Montrose

Road.  These wide sidewalks provide non-motorized transportation and recreation opportunities.

The Miami Lakes Business Park West is an area that is commonly used by on-road bicyclists for

recreation purposes including evening and weekend rides.


























































































































































































































































