TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA

MINUTES

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

May 11, 2004

7:00 p.m. 

Miami Lakes Middle School

6425 Miami Lakeway North

Miami Lakes, Florida  33014
1.
CALL TO ORDER:  The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:12 pm.

2.
ROLL CALL: In addition to the Mayor, the following Council Members were present at roll call:  Mary Collins, Robert Meador, Nancy Simon, Michael Pizzi, Peter Thomson, and Vice Mayor Roberto Alonso.  The following staff members were also present:  Town Manager Alex Rey, Town Attorney Nina Boniske, and Michael Marrero of the law firm Weiss, Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Guedes Cole & Boniske, PA; and Town Clerk Beatris Arguelles, CMC.
3.
INVOCATION/MOMENT OF SILENCE:  The Mayor called for a moment of silence.

4.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Mayor led the pledge.

5.
ORDER OF BUSINESS (DEFERRALS/ADDITIONS/DELETIONS):  Town Manager Alex Rey requested to pull Item 7 (C) from the Consent Agenda.  In addition, he asked to defer Item 12(A) and add Item 13 (B) 6 under Manager’s Report, to update the Council on the status of the Safe Neighborhood Parks Grant.  Town Attorney Nina Boniske asked to add Item 13(D) to discuss a report on litigation.  Councilwoman Simon pulled Item 7 (F) from the Consent Agenda.  Councilman Meador requested to pull Item 7 (A) and defer Item 14 (C).  


Councilwoman Collins moved to accept the Order of Business as amended.  Councilwoman Simon seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

6.
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:

KEY TO THE TOWN SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS - The Mayor presented Sean Jackowitz and Uzma Gulamali each with the Key to the Town Scholarship Award for their academic achievements.
PROCLAMATION TO KEY TO THE TOWN SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR - The Mayor read the Proclamation recognizing the Keyes Company for sponsorship of the Key to the Town Scholarship Program for three years.
7.
CONSENT AGENDA: Councilwoman Collins moved to accept the consent agenda as amended.  Councilwoman Simon seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

A. MINUTES - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – 04-13-04 - Councilman Meador noted corrections to the April 13, 2004 minutes on page 2 of 12 last sentence should read $200 not $150.
Councilman Meador moved to approve the Minutes as amended.  The Mayor seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

B.
AWARD OF BID – MIAMI LAKEWAY NORTH PARKING AND DRAINAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS – Approved on consent agenda.

C. APPROVING POST DESIGN ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR ROYAL OAKS PARK - The Council recommended that the Manager, depending on the level of activities, approve the plan.  The liquidated damages should be at a rate of $250.00 per day and the language should be clarified.  The Manager recommended approval subject to the two items noted.

Councilwoman Collins moved to approve the plan.  Vice Mayor Alonso seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

D. APPROVING GRUBBS EMERGENCY SERVICES AGREEMENT EXTENSION – Approved on consent agenda.
E. AWARD OF BID – LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SERVICES – Approved on consent agenda.
F. FDOT LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT - Councilwoman Simon moved to approve the FDOT Landscape Maintenance Agreement.  Councilwoman Collins seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
8.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  The following persons addressed the Council:


Mark Daniels and Giana Sheinheit

9.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A. BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE – Russ Geyer, Chair, distributed a report and updated the Council on the committee’s projects.
B. CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE – Bob Spano, Chair, gave an oral report before the Council updating on the various committee projects.
C. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – Carol Wyllie, Chair, reviewed a previously disseminated report on the results of the Business Census conducted by the Committee.
10.
ORDINANCES – FIRST READING:


A.
NOISE ABATEMENT ORDINANCE (Meador)
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, AMENDING SECTION 21-28 OF THE TOWN CODE RELATING TO NOISE ABATEMENT; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR PREPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERBAILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE Town Attorney Nina Boniske read the Ordinance by title.
Councilwoman Simon moved to waive rule and have discussion on first reading.  Councilman Meador seconded the motion.  

The Council directed the Town Manager to work with the Town Attorney to exempt special events from the Noise Ordinance.
Following discussion, Councilman Meador moved to adopt the Ordinance on first reading.  Councilwoman Collins seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Simon excused her self from the meeting.


B.
PROCUREMENT ORDINANCE (Rey/Collins)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, AMENDING ORDINANCE No. 03-30 PERTAINING TO PURCHASING PROCEDURES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. Town Attorney Nina Boniske read the Ordinance by title.

Councilwoman Collins moved to adopt the Ordinance on first reading.  Vice Mayor Alonso seconded the motion, which carried 5 to 1 with Councilman Pizzi dissention.  Councilwoman Simon was absent from the vote.

11.
PUBLIC HEARINGS/ORDINANCES – SECOND READING:


A.
ESTABLISHING QUALIFYING DATES (Rey)


AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, RELATING TO ELECTIONS; CREATING A CHAPTER IN THE TOWN CODE DEALING WITH QUALIFICATIONS FOR TOWN ELECTIONS; PROVIDING FOR A TITLE; PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR QUALIFYING DATES; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL ELECTIONS; PROVIDING FOR QUALIFICATION PROCEDURES; PROVIDING FOR WRITTEN NOTICE OF CANDIDACY; PROVIDING FOR TOWN CLERK REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Town Attorney Nina Boniske read the Ordinance by title.


Councilwoman Collins moved adoption of the Ordinance on second reading.  Councilman Meador seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  Councilwoman Simon was absent from the vote.

12.
RESOLUTIONS:


A.
OCEAN BANK SPONSORSHIP OF MIAMI LAKES PARK - tem deferred 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING OCEAN BANK’S OFFER TO SPONSOR MIAMI LAKES PARK; DIRECTING THE TOWN MANAGER AND TOWN ATTORNEY TO NEGOTIATE A SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT WITH OCEAN BANK; AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  (Rey/Meador)

B.
CREATING ELDERLY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, CREATING AN ELDER AFFAIRS COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR SUNSET REVIEW; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE (Collins/Thomson) Town Attorney Nina Boniske read the Resolution by title.

Councilwoman Simon moved the Resolution for discussion.  Vice Mayor Alonso seconded the motion.

Councilman Meador requested deferral of the Resolution until June 13, 2004.

Following discussion, Vice Mayor Alonso moved to defer the Resolution to Thursday.  Councilwoman Collins seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

The Council took a ten-minute recess at 9:50 pm and reconvened at 10:00 pm.

13.
REPORTS:

A. MAYOR’S REPORTS:

1. Appointments – The Mayor appointed Christopher Norwood and Elaine Greaney to the Youth Activities Task force
Councilwoman Collins moved to accept the Mayor’s appointments.  Councilman Thomson seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

2. 87th Avenue Improvements - The Mayor updated the Council on the status of improvements being done to NW 87th Avenue.
3. Ethics Commission Town Hall Meeting - The Mayor gave a report on the Ethics Commission Town Hall Meeting he attended in April.
4. Community Leaders Form – Perspectives on 2005 BRAC – The Mayor briefly reviewed the previously disseminated BRAC report.

B. MANAGER’S REPORTS:
1. Emergency Purchase Order 1430 – APAC Group for emergency repairs to water service line – Pursuant to the Town’s Purchasing Procedures, the Town Manager advised that the PO had been issued for the repairs.
Emergency Purchase Order 1429 – APAC Group for emergency repairs to a sinkhole – Pursuant to the Town’s Purchasing Procedures, the Town Manager advised that the PO had been issued for the repairs.
2. Presentation by Miami Dade County - “Building Better Communities” and discussion regarding priority items – Jose Galen of the Miami Dade County Manager’s office gave a presentation regarding the Bond program.  The Council expressed dissatisfaction with the County over the fact that Miami Lakes projects were not included in the plan and that Town Meetings should have been conducted in Miami Lakes for input from the community.  The Mayor requested assurance that the projects listed in the priority lists would be completed.
Councilwoman Collins moved to extend the meeting to 11:15 pm.  Vice Mayor Alonso seconded the motion, which carried 4 to 2 with Councilman Thomson and Councilman Meador dissenting.

3. Presentation regarding Building Fees - George Duyos of JRD & Associates disseminated a report to the Council and briefly reviewed the permit fees being charged by the Building Dept.  There was brief discussion regarding reducing the minimum fee for minor projects.
4. Update on State Legislative Session - The Town Manager updated the Council on the State Legislative Session.

5. Update on Safe Neighborhood Parks Grant - The Town Manager updated the Council on the Safe Neighborhood Parks Grant.

Councilwoman Collins moved to extend the meeting to 11:30 pm.  Councilman Pizzi seconded the motion, which carried 4 to 2 with Councilman Thomson and Mayor Slaton dissenting.

C. COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS:

1. Update on Rock Mining – Pizzi - Councilman Pizzi gave an update on the rock mining and asked staff to keep track of the Ordinance that was coming before the County Commission which would eliminate the Public Hearing Process for Rock Miners.
Councilman Pizzi moved to extend the meeting to 11:45 pm.  Councilman Meador seconded the motion, which carried 4 to 2 with Councilman Thomson and Mayor Slaton dissenting.

D. ATTORNEY’S REPORTS:  Town Attorney Nina Boniske gave a report on current litigation.  Citing two Code Enforcement cases that have been filed in the Circuit Court, one being brought by Collazo and the other by Soto.
14.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
CHILDREN IN NEED OF COUNSELING PROGRAM (Pizzi) (deferred from April 13, 2004 Council Meeting)) – Item deferred per Councilman Pizzi.

B.
MIAMI LAKES POOPER SCOOPER LAW (Pizzi) (deferred from April 13, 2004 Council Meeting) – Item deferred per Councilman Pizzi.

C.
TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES LOGO – Meador – Item deferred.
D.
CONSIDERATION OF INCREASE IN CULTURAL AFFAIRS BUDGET TO COVER FEES IMPOSED BY THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT ON PERMITS ISSUED FOR SPECIAL EVENTS – (Collins) Councilwoman Collins recommended increasing the Cultural Affairs Committee budget by $2,000.00 so that they may be able to cover costs of permit fees.  


Councilwoman Collins moved to increase the Cultural Affairs Committee budget by $2,000.00 to cover the cost of permit fees.  Councilman Meador seconded the motion for discussion.


Councilman Meador suggested amending the motion to set a policy whereas town sponsored events will have their permit fees covered by the town.  Town Manager Alex Rey mentioned that the town would not be waiving the fees, but rather paying them for the committees.  He added that if an Ordinance is approved on Thursday’s meeting, the necessity for permits will be reduced, but other permits will still be required for special events.  


Following discussion, the motion was amended to include Councilman Meador’s recommendation.  The motion carried unanimously. 

E.
MITIGATION FEE – (Pizzi) Councilman Pizzi spoke about the mitigation fee paid by the Town of Miami Lakes to Miami-Dade County.  He noted that the mitigation fees are not being used for services provided within the Town and questioned why the town must pay $ 1.5 million in mitigation fees to the county.  


Councilman Pizzi made a motion to direct staff to 1) negotiate with the county and demand that the county use the mitigation fee that the citizens of Miami Lakes are paying for services that are available in the Town of Miami Lakes, specifically parks that are available to residents outside Miami Lakes and 2) direct the legal staff report on an analysis on what the town can do to begin litigation.  Councilman Thomson seconded the motion.  


Town Manager Alex Rey noted that he has met with the county manager regarding this issue.  He mentioned that the mitigation fees paid to the county for police service does have a benefit to Miami Lakes.  He added that the benefits are not tangible and noted that Royal Oaks Park will also be used by residents in Palm Sprigs North.  

The Mayor mentioned that he supports the motion, but disagrees with pursuing litigation to handle this matter.  


Councilman Thomson suggested amending the motion eliminating the litigation matter and only direct staff to negotiate with the county and demand that the county use the mitigation fee that the citizens of Miami Lakes are paying for services that are available in the Town of Miami Lakes, specifically parks that are available to residents outside Miami Lakes.  Councilman Pizzi accepted the amendment. and Councilman Thomson, seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
F.
SENIOR CITIZEN’S ADVISORY BOARD - Slaton– Item deferred.

G. MIAMI LAKES MIDDLE SCHOOL PROJECT CITIZEN:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY – Slaton Mayor Slaton asked that the Economic Development Committee have the presentation at the next meeting regarding the Project Citizen Economic Development Policy.
H.
SUMMER YOUTH LIBRARY PROGRAM FUNDING – Slaton – Item deferred.

15.
FUTURE MEETING DATES:

LPA AND ZONING MEETING – 7:00 P.M. Thursday, May 13, 2004, Miami Lakes Middle School, 6425 Miami Lakeway North, Miami Lakes, FL  33014

LAND CODE REWRITE WORKSHOP PART IV – Immediately following the LPA & Zoning Meeting, Thursday, May 13, 2004, Miami Lakes Middle School, 6425 Miami Lakeway North, Miami Lakes, FL  33014

LAND CODE REWRITE WORKSHOP PARK V – 7:00 P.M., Thursday, May 27, 2004, Miami Lakes Middle School, 6425 Miami Lakeway North, Miami Lakes, FL  33014

16.
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 12:00 midnight.
Approved this ____ day of _______, 2004

Attest:








______________________________








Wayne Slaton, Mayor

______________________________

Beatris M. Arguelles, CMC, Town Clerk
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