TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA

MINUTES

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

June 8, 2004

TIME CERTAIN 8:00 P.M.

 Miami Lakes Middle School

6425 Miami Lakeway North

Miami Lakes, Florida  33014
1.
CALL TO ORDER: The Mayor called the meeting to order at 8:20 pm.
2.
ROLL CALL: In addition to the Mayor, the following Council Members were present at roll call:  Mary Collins, Robert Meador, Nancy Simon, Michael Pizzi, Peter Thompson and Vice Mayor Roberto Alonso.  The following staff members were also present:  Town Manager Alex Rey, Town Attorney Nina Boniske and Michael Marrero of the law firm Weiss, Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Guedes Cole & Boniske, PA; and Town Clerk Beatris Arguelles, CMC.
3.
ORDINANCE – FIRST READING:

A. 
CHANGING THE DATE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES 2004 
GENERAL AND RUN-OFF ELECTIONS (Rey)
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE DATE OF THE OCTOBER 2004 MUNICIPAL TOWN ELECTION AND RUN-OFF ELECTION; CHANGING THE QUALIFYING PERIOD IF NECESSARY; CHANGING THE TERMS OF OFFICE NECESSITATED BY THE CHANGE OF THE 2004 ELECTION DATE, PROVIDING FOR SUCH CHANGES PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 100.3605(2) AND 166.021(4), FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR EXISTING TERMS OF OFFICE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE Town Attorney Nina Boniske read the ordinance by title.

Councilwoman Collins moved to waive the rule for discussion.  Councilman Meador seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Collins expressed concern about a department head having brought up the issue rather than the Commissioner.  The Town Manager noted that the elections responsibility is of County staff.  He further noted that he has not been in contact with the County manager on this issue.
Councilwoman Collins also expressed concern about the town council not being able to conduct meetings past October in case of a runoff as specified by the town charter.

Councilman Pizzi expressed dissatisfaction with the county’s actions and their request that the town change its election date, citing that running the town’s election is the county’s responsibility.   He also mentioned there would be repercussions to the town if the election date was changed. 

Town Manager Alex Rey noted the importance of taking action regarding this issue as soon as possible.  He mentioned how the qualifying dates for the election would be affected if the election is changed to August.

Councilman Pizzi suggested that negotiations continue with the county.

Vice Mayor Alonso expressed dissatisfaction about the Miami Lakes election date being overlooked by the county.  He suggested that the town be reimbursed for election expense.  

Councilman Meador expressed concern over when Town Staff learned that the County wanted to change the date of the election.  The Town Clerk advised that the county notified the town verbally in May.  The Town Manager noted that a written request was not received until June.

Councilman Meador cited a letter from the Election Department dated earlier than May requesting a change in the dates for elections.  The Town Clerk Clarified that the referenced letter did not concern the General Election date, but rather changing the run-off election from two weeks between elections to three.
Councilwoman Simon expressed disappointment about having to change the election date, but suggested that it be changed to November.  She cited that it would provide potential candidates a better opportunity to qualify for the election.

Councilwoman Collins moved to approve the ordinance, but leave the date open ended.  Vice Mayor Alonso seconded the motion.

The Town Attorney expressed concern over leaving the date open and mentioned that the ordinance could be tabled to June 17th if the Council did not feel comfortable with it and direct staff to pursue negotiations with the County to hold the election on October 5th.  There was brief discussion regarding the possibility of contracting out for the elections.

To allow for continued negotiations,  Councilman Pizzi moved to table the ordinance until June 17th  Councilwoman Collins seconded the motion carried 5 to 2 with Councilman Thompson and Mayor Slaton dissenting.
The Manager noted that he would pursue negotiations with the county as directed by Council and would report on the 17th.
4.
ADJOURNMENT:


The Mayor adjourned the Special meeting at 9:15 pm.

Approved this ____ day of _______, 2004

Attest:








______________________________








Wayne Slaton, Mayor

______________________________

Beatris M. Arguelles, CMC, Town Clerk
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