TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA

MINUTES

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

June 17, 2004

TIME CERTAIN 6:45 P.M.

Don Shula’s Hotel – Kings Cup Room 

6842 Main Street

Miami Lakes, Florida  33014
1.
CALL TO ORDER – The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:45 pm.


2.
ROLL CALL: In addition to the Mayor, the following Council Members were present at roll call:  Mary Collins, Robert Meador, Nancy Simon, Michael Pizzi, Peter Thompson and Vice Mayor Roberto Alonso.  The following staff members were also present:  Town Manager Alex Rey, Town Attorney Nina Boniske and Michael Marrero of the law firm Weiss, Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Guedes Cole & Boniske, PA. and Evelyn Roig, Recording Secretary.

Town Manager Alex Rey introduced the evening’s guests, Assistant County Manager Alex Nuñez and Supervisor of Elections Constance Kaplan.


Constance Kaplan addressed the Town Council.  She discussed the elections operations.  She expressed concerns about the paper ballots to be used by the Town of Miami Lakes.  She noted that she is not aware of any manual for paper ballots and proceeded to mention the details of using the paper ballots.  


Discussion ensued between Ms. Kaplan and the Council.  Ms. Kaplan noted the importance of a consolidated elections schedule for elections and voter turnout.  The Council noted that only emergency business could be conducted between the primary and general elections since some Council members are only in office until October.    Mayor Slaton noted that the County is responsible for running municipal elections.  Ms. Kaplan responded that the County would supply the municipality with the elections register.


The Council expressed disappointment that Miami Lakes was not informed with sufficient time about the elections date conflict and its election dates were overlooked.  A discussion ensued as to when the Town Clerk was informed about the county’s wishes to consolidate the elections.  Ms. Kaplan mentioned that no response was received from Miami Lakes regarding the issue of consolidating Elections.  The Council requested that the County respect the town’s charter and hold the Town’s election on the October 5th date.

Assistant County Manager Alex Nuñez reiterated that the county does have a responsibility to conduct the municipalities’ elections, but added that the town’s date is not in the best interest of the elections process.  Ms. Kaplan further noted that the County attorneys only advised her of her office’s responsibility to supply the municipalities with the registers.  She added that the municipalities can run their own elections.  A discussion ensued about the inter-local agreements between Miami Lakes and the County providing that elections be conducted by the county.  

Councilwoman Simon mentioned that she favored changing the charter in order to conduct the election in November.


Town Attorney Nina Boniske spoke about the legal repercussions associated with changing the town’s election dates, citing that although the town’s charter has the date of October 5th or the second primary, the State Elections Code, which applies in Miami-Dade County, does provide a way for a municipality, by ordinance, to change the date of their election.  She added that it also provides that if the town changes the date of its elections, the terms of office and qualifying dates can be changed to match.  She further noted that Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter noted that cities could only change their charter by referendum.  She added that the town has also expressed concern about the implication that changing the election date means also changing the charter.  Ms. Boniske noted that no precedence has been established with regard to this issue.  


Ms. Kaplan expressed concern about not having sufficient staff members to help Miami Lakes conduct its elections.  She further noted that only ballot boxes would be provided.  


Town Manager Alex Rey expressed concern about having the town staff run the elections.  His recommendation to the Council was that Item 3 (A), dealing with the paper ballots be withdrawn being that no assistance from the county will be provided.

3.
ORDINANCE – FIRST READING:

A. AUTHORIZING THE USE OF PAPER BALLOTS FOR THE 2004 ELECTION (Rey)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, CONCERNING ELECTIONS; AUTHORIZING THE USE OF PAPER BALLOTS FOR THE 2004 MUNICIPAL TOWN ELECTION, RUN-OFF AND ABSENTEE VOTING; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE - No action taken.
B. CHANGING THE DATE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES 2004  GENERAL AND RUN-OFF ELECTIONS (Rey) 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE DATE OF THE OCTOBER 2004 MUNICIPAL TOWN ELECTION AND RUN-OFF ELECTION; CHANGING THE QUALIFYING PERIOD IF NECESSARY; CHANGING THE TERMS OF OFFICE NECESSITATED BY THE CHANGE OF THE 2004 ELECTION DATE, PROVIDING FOR SUCH CHANGES PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 100.3605(2) AND 166.021(4), FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR EXISTING TERMS OF OFFICE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  - Town Attorney Nina Boniske read the ordinance by title.

Councilman Thompson moved adoption of the ordinance.  Councilwoman Simon seconded the motion.  

Councilwoman Simon expressed concern about no election date being established on the ordinance.

The Mayor opened the floor to the public hearing.  The following residents addressed the Council:  David Perez, Angela Garrison, Mirtha Mendez, 
The Mayor acknowleged Hon. Eugene P. Flinn, Mayor Village of Palmetto Bay, FL, who expressed his agreement with the Miami Lakes Town Council that the date should not be changed and that the County should honor the Town’s electoral process.
Seeing that additional speakers addressed the Council, the Mayor closed the public hearing and reopened the special Town Council meeting.

Mayor Slaton noted that the County voted on the Miami Lakes town charter and is aware of the Town’s election date.  He further discussed the issue of staffing the election and funding.  

Following discussion, Councilman Thompson withdrew his motion. 

Councilman Pizzi moved to direct the town staff to inform the county that the town is not changing the election date and are requiring them and expecting them to conduct the town’s elections, as they are required to do.    

Councilwoman Collins offered a substitute motion that Item 3 (B) be voted on.

Councilman Pizzi withdrew his motion. 

Councilwoman moved to approve the ordinance.  Councilman Pizzi seconded the motion, which failed to carry unanimously upon roll call.

Councilman Pizzi re-entered a motion. to direct the town staff to inform the county that the town is not changing the elections and are requiring them and expecting them to conduct the town’s elections, as they are required to do.  Councilwoman Collins seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

4.
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm.


Accepted this ____ day of _______, 2004

Attest:








______________________________








Wayne Slaton, Mayor

______________________________

Beatris M. Arguelles, CMC, Town Clerk
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