TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA

MINUTES

LPA MEETING

July 08, 2004

6:59 p.m.
Don Shula’s Hotel

6842 Main Street

Kings Cup Room

Miami Lakes, Florida  33014
1. CALL TO ORDER: The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
2. ROLL CALL: In addition to the Mayor, the following Council Members were present at roll call:  Mary Collins, Robert Meador, Michael Pizzi and Vice Mayor Roberto Alonso.  The following staff members were also present:  Town Manager Alex Rey, Town Attorney Nina Boniske and Michael Marrero of the law firm Weiss, Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Guedes Cole & Boniske, PA; and Town Clerk Beatris Arguelles, CMC.
3. PROPOSED ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION OF PROVISIONS FOR SINGLE FAMILY AND TWO FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS RELATED TO ALLOWABLE ENCROACHMENTS INTO REQUIRED YARDS AND EXCEPTIONS TO THE MAXIMUM PERMITTED HEIGHTS, ALL AS INCLUDED IN EXHIBIT “A” HEREIN; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE TOWN CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE - The Town Attorney read the ordinance by title.

Armando Valdes reviewed staff recommendations which include approval of the ordinance on first reading of sections 5.1 through 5.6 of Article 5 of the Land Development Code.  Mr. Valdes noted that Article 5 is a new code that describes what structures are permitted within the yard set back areas.  He briefly mentioned the sections recommended for approval in Article 5 as follows:

-
5.1
All the required set back areas shall remain open and free of all buildings, structures and paving except as authorized by the code in this article.

-
5.2
Accessory buildings

-
5.3
Accessory structures

-
5.4
Air conditioning and other mechanical equipment

-
5.5
Awnings 

-
5.6
Canopies

The Mayor opened the public hearing.  The following residents addressed the council regarding the storage of leisure vehicles on their properties:  Aida Carabera and Ramon Sabastier

The residents asked the council to reconsider allowing residents to keep their leisure vehicles on their properties.

Hearing no additional members of the public in favor or in opposition of the ordinance the Mayor closed the public hearing and re-opened the LPA meeting.

Councilwoman Collins moved to recommend to the Council adoption of the ordinance.  Vice Mayor Alonso seconded the motion.

Councilman Pizzi expressed concern about boat owners being allowed to keep their boats on their properties as long as the boats are registered and owners of commercial vehicles are not allowed whether or not their vehicles are registered.  He noted the need for a uniform code to address these issues.  Town Manager Alex Rey noted that the issue of commercial vehicles and leisure vehicles would be addressed during the workshop and not the LPA meeting.  

The Vice Mayor spoke about the importance of ensuring that conditions being “grand fathered” into the code are legal.  He mentioned that some residents might be under the impression that some things are legal when they are not.  

Councilman Meador asked Mr. Valdes to discuss the type of pipes for support that are allowed to be used in the construction of canopies as mentioned in section 5.6 of Article 5 of the Land Development Code.   Town Manager Alex Rey mentioned that the type of pipe would have to meet the building code and that structural regulations will be required.  

Per Councilwoman Collins’ inquiry, Mr. Valdes noted that tiki huts could no longer be two-stories high.  He added that they are treated as an accessory structure.  

Following discussion, the motion carried unanimously upon roll call.

4. ADJOURNMENT:

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:30 pm.

Approved this ____ day of _______, 2004

Attest:








______________________________








Wayne Slaton, Mayor

______________________________

Beatris M. Arguelles, CMC, Town Clerk
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