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Minutes
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

September 11, 2007

6:30 PM
Barbara Goleman High School

14100 NW 89 Avenue
Miami Lakes, Florida  33014

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:  Mayor Wayne Slaton presented a proclamation announcing October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

1.  CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Wayne Slaton called the meeting to order at 6:59 pm.
2.  ROLL CALL: Town Clerk, Debra Eastman called the roll with the following     

Councilmembers present: Robert Meador, Richard Pulido, Nancy Simon, Michael Pizzi, Roberto Alonso, Vice Mayor Mary Collins and Mayor Wayne Slaton.
3.  INVOCATION/MOMENT OF SILENCE: Reverend Keith Pisani gave a special  

     September 11th invocation.
4.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Wayne Slaton led the pledge of allegiance.
5.  ORDER OF BUSINESS (DEFERRALS/ADDITIONS/DELETIONS): 

Councilmember Michael Pizzi asked to defer items C1 and 13F. Councilmember Nancy Simon asked to pull items 7C, 7E and 7J from the consent agenda. Councilmember Richard Pulido asked to move items 12C3 and 13M following the consent agenda as guests were in the audience and prepared to speak on the items. It was announced that pg. 104 of the packet should be disregarded as a duplicate page. Vice Mayor Mary Collins made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion received a second from Councilmember Roberto Alonso. Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.
6.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Maria Kramer discussed the Town Attorney Services RFQ and emphasized the importance of reviewing the qualifications of firms on the list. She spoke in favor of an open process. 
Mirtha Mendez spoke about smart sign advertising for private events.

Karen Sanders discussed a building issue.

Mark Fiedel stated that he represented Club Rendezvous and requested that the Council express any related concerns.

Luis La Rosa spoke about fines levied on Torphin Place. He stated that he was not aware that notices had been posted to the property and explained that he was unaware of the condition of the property.
 7.  CONSENT AGENDA:

            A.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approved on Consent.


June 12, 2007 Regular Council Meeting  


            July 10, 2007 Regular Council Meeting     
B.  A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVING THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES FOR TURF AND LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AT THE INTERSECTION OF NW 154TH STREET AND STATE ROAD 826.  (Rey)  Approved on Consent.
C.  A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ACCEPTING THE REQUEST OF TOMAS PRIETO TO REDUCE A PREVIOUSLY ASSESSED CODE COMPLIANCE FINE FOR CASE NO. C2005-0427.  (Rey)

Councilmember Nancy Simon discussed the history of the case and spoke in support of a refund. Councilmember Nancy Simon made a motion to eliminate the fine. The motion received a second from Councilmember Richard Pulido. 
Vice Mayor Mary Collins spoke in favor of eliminating the fine. 
Town Manager, Alex Rey explained the position of staff. He stated that consistency was a consideration in the evaluation, but staff was not opposed to elimination of the fine.  Mayor Wayne Slaton explained that the case had cost the town $1,036.00. 
Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.
D.  A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ACCEPTING THE REQUEST OF NEDAL SALHOUT TO REDUCE A PREVIOUSLY ASSESSED CODE COMPLIANCE FINE FOR CASE NO. C2006-0644.  (Rey)   Approved on Consent.
E.     A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ACCEPTING THE REQUEST OF LUIS LAROSA AND LORENA LAROSA TO REDUCE A PREVIOUSLY ASSESSED CODE COMPLIANCE FINE FOR CASE NO. C2005-1330.  (Rey)
Councilmember Nancy Simon stated that she was not opposed to a 75% reduction in the fine and asked about the process used for the cleaning of the lot. Public Works Director, Osdel Larrea, explained the details of the process. 

Town Manager, Alex Rey explained that it is necessary to use the State mandated process and that official notification must go through certain steps.
Town Attorney, Nina Boniske clarified that the staff was not precluded from utilizing other methods to locate the owners of the property.

Town Manager, Alex Rey explained the notice procedure.

Councilmember Michael Pizzi stated that a fine of $500 per day was excessive and that the Council should revisit the issue at a later date. 

Councilmember Roberto Alonso asked if the notice was sent to the same address as the tax bill.  Town Manager, Alex Rey answered in the affirmative.  Councilmember Roberto Alonso stated that there was overgrown grass and debris on the property at the time the land was purchased. He asked if the owner had inquired into who had cleared the land.
Councilmember Nancy Simon made a motion to reduce the fine to $6,820.05. The motion received a second from Councilmember Michael Pizzi. Vice Mayor Mary Collins asked if the reduction was more than 75%. Town Manager, Alex Rey answered in the affirmative. Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.
F.     A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ACCEPTING THE REQUEST OF ALFREDO F. GOMEZ TO REDUCE A PREVIOUSLY ASSESSED CODE COMPLIANCE FINE FOR CASE NO. C2005-1279.  (Rey)  Approved on Consent.
 G.   A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL, AUTHORIZING AND  

 DIRECTING THE TOWN MANAGER TO APPLY FOR A GRANT
 FROM THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
 PROTECTION’S FLORIDA RECREATION DEVELOPMENT  

 ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AT THE  

 FLORINDA ESTATES PARK SITE.  (Rey)  Approved on Consent.
H.  A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVING THE RANKING OF FIRMS TO PERFORM LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES ON A CONTINUING CONTRACTUAL BASIS.  (Rey) Approved on Consent.
I.   A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVING THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND THE TOWN OF MIAMI LAKES FOR GOB PROJECT NUMBER 6-70546/DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS FY 06-07.  (Rey) 
Approved on Consent.
 J.   A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL RATIFYING ALL 

 PURCHASES MADE BY THE TOWN MANAGER IN EXCESS OF 

 $10,000.00 FROM THE TIME PERIOD RUNNING FROM JULY 11, 

 2007 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 10, 2007.  (Rey)

Councilmember Nancy Simon noted that the inclusion of page 104 in the resolution was a mistake. 

Councilmember Nancy Simon made a motion for approval. The motion received a second from Councilmember Richard Pulido. Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.

Mayor Wayne Slaton recognized Mirtha Mendez to make a public comment. Mirtha Mendez commented that with the uncertainties of the current property tax situation this is not the year to hire a landscape architect. 

Vice Mayor Mary Collins made a motion to adopt the consent agenda as amended. The motion received a second from Councilmember Roberto Alonso. Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.
Mayor Wayne Slaton called for a recess at 9:11 p.m.

Town Clerk, Debra Eastman called the roll at 9:35 p.m. with all Councilmembers present.
 8.  COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. Youth Activities Task Force Report

Youth Activities Task Force Chairman, Peter Diaz presented the committee report and explained the Movies in the Park program.

Councilmember Richard Pulido asked how many children were voting members and what efforts were being made to attract more children to the Task Force. Peter Diaz replied that a room full of children is participating but that there were currently only two voting members and that an effort was being made to get more children on the committee.

Chairman Diaz discussed the Youth Activities Task Force logo. He credited Felicia Salazar with the creation of the logo.
B. Elderly Affairs Committee Report

The Elderly Affairs Committee Chairman explained a proposal for approval of a collaborative partnership with Steps in the Right Direction for services at Miami Lakes Community Center East. Vice Mayor Mary Collins stated that she will be happy to act as a sponsor at the proper time.
9.  ORDINANCES – FIRST READING:

10.  ORDINANCES – SECOND READING (PUBLIC HEARING):

11.  RESOLUTIONS:

12.  REPORTS:


A.  MAYOR’S REPORT:

1. Appointments 
Mayor Wayne Slaton nominated Norma Franquiz as a member of the Elderly Affairs Committee.  Councilmember Richard Pulido made a motion in favor of the nomination.  The motion received a second from Vice Mayor Mary Collins.  Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.

2. Town Attorney Services RFQ  
Mayor Wayne Slaton stated that the Town Attorney Services RFQ had been released and was due October 5th.  Mayor Wayne Slaton stated that RFQ packages were available and could be picked up at the Office of the Town Clerk.

B.  MANAGER’S REPORT:

1. Lake Study Presentation by FIU  
FIU Professor, Dr. Len Scinto gave a synopsis of the Lake Study Presentation. Dr. Scinto clarified that a full presentation would be delivered at a Miami Lakes Civic Association Meeting.  He stated that the lakes were in good shape.
Town Manager, Alex Rey, explained the process that would be utilized to          inform the residents about the results of the study. 
Councilmember Nancy Simon questioned the cost of the study and how meetings would be announced. She inquired about the length of the study and asked if there had been any input from residents. 
2. Veteran’s Day Parade 
Town Manager, Alex Rey, informed the Council that last year the route of the parade had been changed to go through 67th Avenue. 

Councilmember Roberto Alonso stated that the parade used to be held at a later hour.

Councilmember Michael Pizzi stated that the Town Manager and Police Chief should address the issues concerning the parade.
Councilmember Richard Pulido asked the Town Manager, Alex Rey, if he had seen the total budget for the parade and if he could obtain a copy of the budget and expressed concern that the Town have an interest in the decision making process.
Mayor Wayne Slaton spoke about the accountability of the civic association for the parade and suggested that the Council approve the route.
Councilmember Michael Pizzi made a motion to extend the meeting to midnight. The motion received a second from Councilmember Robert Meador.  Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor. 


C.  COUNCILMEMBER’S REPORTS:


      1.  Wi-Fi City (Pizzi) Deferred

      2.  NW 87th Avenue (Pizzi) Deferred

      3.  Area Schools Overcrowding (Pulido)    
Councilmember Richard Pulido gave a history of his assignment and introduced Dr. Marcos Moran.
Dr. Moran thanked the Council for their support and noted that the School Board was doing everything possible to sort out students that should not be attending Miami Lakes Schools.

Councilmember Roberto Alonso thanked Dr. Moran and complimented the quality of Miami Lakes schools.

Councilmember Robert Meador and Councilmember Richard Pulido thanked Dr. Moran.
4. Town Hall Recycling Program (Pulido) 
Councilmember Richard Pulido asked Town Manager, Alex Rey, to recap the program. Town Manager, Alex Rey, spoke about the details of the program and stated that the new community center will have a recycling program.
Councilmember Richard Pulido informed the Council that the Florida League of Mayors had acknowledged the Town’s efforts. He suggested that agenda packets be printed two-sided to reduce the usage of paper. 

Mayor Wayne Slaton spoke in favor of two-sided printing and encouraged the Councilmembers to view the agenda packet via disk on their laptops.

Councilmember Richard Pulido suggested training for the use of laptops at Council meetings.

Councilmember Roberto Alonso spoke in favor of using laptops.
Mayor Wayne Slaton asked the Council for a consensus on the issue of Agenda packet printing.

Vice Mayor Mary Collins, Councilmember Nancy Simon, and Councilmember Michael Pizzi spoke in favor of single-sided printing.

Councilmember Richard Pulido stated that he would drop the issue of agenda packet printing.
       5.  Beautification along I-75 Corridor and Commerce Way (Pizzi)   

Deferred

      6.  Adult/Community Education Classes (Pizzi) Deferred

      7.  Club Rendezvous (Pizzi)  
Councilmember Michael Pizzi notified the Council that he has been receiving a large number of emails and phone calls related to issues concerning Club Rendezvous. He asked the Town Manager and Police Chief to brief the Council.

Town Manager, Alex Rey, reported that complaints directed toward the club have escalated and that levels of staff have increased proportionately.
Major Frank Bocanegra reported on complaints that had been received from residents.  Bicycle Officers are being used to patrol the area and cars parked at private locations are being towed. 
Councilmember Michael Pizzi expressed concern for the health and safety of the residents and asked about the budgetary impact.  Town Manager, Alex Rey, replied that about $10,000 had been allocated.  He stated that the Area Building Association would hire off-duty officers and that the Club would reimburse them. 
Councilmember Michael Pizzi asked the Club Rendezvous Attorney, Mark Fiedel, if he would like to have input.

Councilmember Michael Pizzi requested that Town Manager, Alex Rey, prepare a comprehensive report on possible solutions to the problem. 
Attorney Mark Fiedel expressed that he would like to respond to all the concerns. He stated that no alcohol was served at the all ages party and complimented the police and fire departments.
Councilmember Michael Pizzi requested that Mr. Fiedel meet with Town Manager, Alex Rey, and Town Council by the end of next week. 

      8.  Breast Cancer Awareness Month (Pizzi) Deferred 

D.  ATTORNEY’S REPORTS:

Request for Executive Session:  City of Doral, Village of Palmetto Bay and Town of Miami Lakes vs. Miami-Dade County, Case No. 07-23662 CA 20

Town Attorney, Nina Boniske, requested that an Executive Session be held in the near future and read the title into the record. 

13.  NEW BUSINESS:

A. Ex-Parte Communication (Simon) 
Councilmember Nancy Simon read the agenda memo into the record and suggested that Resolution No. 01-20 be amended to provide adequate time for compliance.
Town Attorney, Nina Boniske, gave a synopsis of the state law concerning ex-parte communication.

Councilmember Michael Pizzi made a motion to extend the meeting 20 minutes.  The motion received a second from Councilmember Nancy Simon. Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.

Councilmember Nancy Simon stated that the practice of disclosing ex-parte communication should continue.

Vice Mayor Mary Collins stated that disclosure forms should be turned in as early as possible before meetings.

Councilmember Nancy Simon made a motion to amend the section of Resolution No. 01-20 relating to the deadline for disclosures to allow the Council adequate time to be in compliance. The motion received a second from Councilmember Michael Pizzi. Town Clerk, Debra Eastman, called the roll and the motion passed 6-1 with the following Councilmembers in favor: Roberto Alonso, Robert Meador, Richard Pulido, Nancy Simon, Michael Pizzi and Vice Mayor Mary Collins.  Mayor Wayne Slaton voted in opposition. 
B. Town Council Meetings – Current Rules of Procedure (Pulido) Deferred 
C.  Amending Town Charter to Change the Date of the General  
                  Municipal Election (Meador) 
Councilmember Robert Meador suggested moving the date of the General election to November to ensure a better election turnout and to save money. Mayor Wayne Slaton stated that money should not always be the overriding concern.  He spoke in favor of having a separate election.

Mayor Wayne Slaton expressed concern that the town election would not receive sufficient attention due to the large number of items on the ballot. He explained that local elections are non partisan.

Councilmember Richard Pulido discussed the issues of cost and voter turnout and stated that he would like data related to Miami Lakes elections that would indicate potential turnout differences between a November election and a regular municipal election.

Councilmember Michael Pizzi made a motion to extend the meeting 15 minutes. The motion received a second from Vice Mayor Mary Collins. Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.

Vice Mayor Mary Collins spoke in opposition to move the date of the election.

Councilmember Michael Pizzi expressed concern about a low voter turnout and the election not receiving sufficient attention. 

Councilmember Roberto Alonso stated that he was not afraid of being lost on the big ticket. 
Councilmember Nancy Simon spoke in support of moving the date.

Councilmember Robert Meador made a motion to move the election to the first Tuesday in November and for staff to prepare an ordinance for first reading for the next Council meeting.  The motion received a second from Councilmember Michael Pizzi.  Mayor Wayne Slaton called the vote and the motion passed 5-2 with the following Councilmembers voting in favor:  Roberto Alonso, Robert Meador, Michael Pizzi, Nancy Simon and Richard Pulido.  Vice Mayor Mary Collins and Mayor Wayne Slaton voted in opposition.
D.   Mitigation Fee/Selection of Special Counsel (Pizzi)
Councilmember Michael Pizzi explained that the Council directed the Town Attorney to file a law suit against Miami Dade County under favored nation status.  Alex Rey, Councilmember Robert Meador and Councilmember Michael Pizzi have interviewed attorneys.  Councilmember Michael Pizzi stated that he would prefer not to have outside discussion as there might be questions concerning qualifications and credentials.  He recommended that a law suit be filed.  Once the law suit is filed a special session should be held to discuss litigation expenses and to decide on selection of Special Counsel.

Councilmember Michael Pizzi explained that the Town Attorneys would file the case and then Special Counsel would be selected.

Councilmember Michael Pizzi made a motion to extend the meeting five minutes. The motion received a second from Mayor Wayne Slaton.  The Mayor called for the vote and the motion passed 6-1 with the following Councilmembers in favor: Richard Pulido, Robert Meador, Nancy Simon, Roberto Alonso, Michael Pizzi and Mayor Wayne Slaton.  Vice Mayor Mary Collins voted in opposition.
Councilmember Robert Meador explained that the Town Attorney could be involved as a support team to the lead attorney. 

Councilmember Michael Pizzi suggested that the law suit be filed tomorrow and the Council be polled for a special session.
Councilmember Michael Pizzi made a motion to direct the Town Attorney to file a law suit immediately and to put a request for an Executive Session to discuss the law suit on the next agenda.  The motion received a second from Vice Mayor Mary Collins.  Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and all were in favor.


E.  HML Day of Thanks (Pizzi) Deferred

F.  Town Attorneys (Pizzi) Deferred

G.  Generators for Gas stations & Pharmacies (Collins) Deferred

H.  Fees for Residential Remodeling (Alonso) Deferred

I.   Time Frame for Variances (Meador) Deferred

J.   School Safety Equipment/Technology (Pulido) 
Councilmember Richard Pulido requested that in the interest of taking every possible proactive measure to assure the public’s safety, particularly our school children, he is requesting that the Town Council support the purchase of V-Soft software for Miami Lakes K-8 Center.  The description of the software capabilities was distributed in the agenda.  

Councilmember Richard Pulido stated that the equipment is used nationally to scan the driver’s license of visitors to the school.  The software will verify if the person is on the sexual predator’s list and if so will email the Town Police Commander that the person is attempting to enter the school.  The software is also used to identify certain custody issues.  The cost of the software is $1,823.00.  Councilmember Richard Pulido is requested that the Council purchase the software for two points of entry at the Miami Lakes K-8 Center.  

Mayor Wayne Slaton recognized speakers who filled out cards to speak on the item.  Ms. Burman spoke in favor.  Ms. Calvo spoke in favor.  Ms. Fish thanked the Council for their support.    

Councilmember Nancy Simon spoke in support.  Councilmember Michael Pizzi suggested that the Education Advisory Board could fund this project.    Chairman of the Education Advisory Board, Maria Kramer, indicated that the funding from that Committee has been tied exclusively to education.  

Councilmember Roberto Alonso spoke in favor and suggested that the PTA might get involved in fundraising.  Councilmember Robert Meador spoke in opposition to the Council funding this item and suggested private donations or fundraising and volunteered to participate in either option.  Mayor Wayne Slaton indicated that money had been allocated for this project in 2005.

Councilmember Richard Pulido made a motion to allocate $3,700.00 to support the purchase of the software to be used at two points of entrance at Miami Lakes K-8 Center.  The motion received a second from Vice Mayor Mary Collins.  Mayor Wayne Slaton called for the vote and the motion passed 6-1 with the following Councilmembers voting in favor: Richard Pulido, Nancy Simon, Roberto Alonso, Michael Pizzi, Vice Mayor Mary Collins and Mayor Wayne Slaton.  Councilmember Robert Meador voted in opposition.

K.  Regulation of consumption of alcoholic beverages (Meador) Deferred

L.  Hurricane Protection Act (Pizzi) Deferred

M. Committee Rules, Regulations and Procedures (Pulido) Deferred
14.  FUTURE MEETINGS:

September 18, 2007, Final Budget Hearing, 5:01 PM, 6425 Miami Lakeway North
September 18, 2007 LPA & Zoning Meeting, 6:59 PM, 6425 Miami Lakeway North
October 9, 2007, Regular Council Meeting, 6425 Miami Lakeway North
15.  ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the meeting, it

       adjourned at 12:52 a.m.

                                                       Approved this _____day of _______, 2008.







   _____________________________  
                                                               Wayne Slaton, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________________ 

Debra E. Eastman, MMC

Town Clerk
